Clinical study of Widex Senso on first-time hearing aid users.
Using psychoacoustic tests and questionnaires, the aim of this study was to clinically test Widex Senso (WS) versus analogue hearing aids on 200 first-time wearers. Half of the participants were selected at random for fitting with the behind-the-ear model (WS C8) or the in-the-canal model (WS CX). On a group basis, WS was found to provide more benefit than a palette of 29 analogue, modern hearing aid models from 10 manufacturers. Only 3 of 100 subjects changed from WS to another hearing aid. On average, the abbreviated profile of hearing aid benefit (APHAB) (Cox & Alexander, 1995) demonstrated superior performance for WS, i.e. no conflict existed between high comfort and high speech recognition. Median aided frequency-modulated tone thresholds in the sound field were better than 25 dB HL at frequencies up to 4 kHz inclusive. A distinct mean aided improvement of speech threshold in competing speech of 2.5 dB was found in both groups.